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Expansion of Voting Rights to the Common Man
For decades, the franchise was limited go only freeholders. Voting was limited to the white landowners. Over 92 million eligible voters were not allowed to vote. Democracy hadn't dipped its roots amongst the people. The common man was a term that referred to individuals without unique attributes, rank, or class on the economic ladder. It was not until the rise of political parties when politics took a different turn with parties being at the core of the implementation of the Two-Party System. This revolution expanded the franchise, but some states retained the property requirements legitimate (Huntington pg.4) the concerns about these requirements included restricting the poor from voting. An economic stake in society is what determined one's ability to vote in the notion that they would be easily manipulated by those who controlled their livelihood. After the revolution, over 90% of the white men had a right to vote.
The expansion of suffrage in the 1820s increased the voter population. The common man could vote and needed not to own land or have a societal status to vote. This impacted the 1828 elections in favor of Andrew Jackson.   He won with a significant percentage of votes because of his appeal to the people. To the ordinary citizen, he was an emblem of democracy and their voice. He spoke to the concerns of the ordinary people and also portrayed himself as a common man. (Radcliffe, pg.230) additionally, he came from a humble beginning, and the people believed he understood them better.
With the belief that the president is at one's level, then voting for them is indisputable, and the main expectation is that their presidency will address most of the issues faced by the common man. The fact is that there are no barriers of any sort between the presidency and the people. In the 2012 elections, President Barack Obama was a president that a majority of the Americans considered their own. It is irrefutable that, to date, candidates still use the appeal to the common man as a campaign strategy.  To get to the people's hearts, one must understand what pleases and what annoys the hearts. 
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